
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

One of our aims is for students to leave College with genuinely memorable lifelong         
experiences. This week has been filled with brilliant activities and opportunities, including 
an English theatre trip to Stratford, Science fieldwork, a trip to the Ninja Warrior             
experience in Bristol, and the chance for our rugby teams to participate in the Rosslyn Park 
National Schools Sevens tournament. At this event, our students had the opportunity to 
compete at the highest level with schools nationally and internationally. They did           
exceptionally well and were an absolute credit to the College. You can read more about 
this later in the newsletter. We are incredibly proud of our students and how they conduct 
themselves during these activities. I would also like to publicly thank the staff who          
accompany students, particularly on residentials, giving up their free time to ensure our 
students can access these opportunities. 

With the wonderful support of our Youth Cultural Champions (YCC), we hosted our first ‘Culture Week’. As a Rights 
Respecting School, we believe in celebrating diversity and promoting understanding among our students. This        
exciting week featured assemblies delivered by the YCC, exploring what culture means to our students, how different 
cultures celebrate events, and the importance of food. It was a fantastic opportunity for everyone to connect, learn 
more about each other's backgrounds, and celebrate our identities and cultures. Additionally, our YCC ambassadors 
hosted a Food Tasting event, sharing foods from their own cultures. This was a great chance to ask questions and try 
something new! It has been a week filled with learning, fun, and cultural appreciation. 

 

We wrapped up the week with Clyst Vale’s annual Talent Show, celebrating our students' amazing talents. As part of 
our fund raising efforts today we hosted our non-uniform day. This term, as part of Culture Week, the theme was for 
students to dress in colours representing the flag of their assigned country. Thank you for your generous donations 
we raised £450 which will be split between supporting the colour run for the students, as well as the UNICEF fund for 
the children of Gaza. 

 

Finally, thank you to those parents and carers who attended the PTFA AGM meeting this week. We are incredibly 
grateful for your willingness to give your time and become more involved in the life of the College. Your support is 
invaluable. Our aim over the next few weeks is to provide more information on the aims and activities of our newly 
reformed PTFA. We have exciting times ahead, and we encourage more parents and carers to join us. New members 
are always welcome, and your involvement can make a significant difference. Whether you can contribute a little or a 
lot, your participation is greatly appreciated. 

 

Unfortunately, we have needed to postpone our Spring concert until after Easter. More details will follow early next 
term. 

 

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable weekend. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U16 Girls at Howden Rosslyn Park National School Rugby 7s 2025 

Congratulations to the U16 Girls squad as they competed at the National Schools Rugby 7s event at Rosslyn Park,     

London, on Monday. The prestigious event is the biggest of its kind in the UK and in the Northern   Hemisphere, with 

the girls putting Clyst Vale proudly on the map once more. 

 

Placed in a group with Oundle School and Durrington High School, the girls got off to the best possible start, winning 

the former 35-19 with a hat trick of tries through speedy winger Charlotte, two from the long     striding Jess and a 

strong close range finish from Savannah. Conversions were added through the boot of  Bella. This set up a winner takes 

all clash against Durrington High School in the final pool game to determine who would top the group and go into the 

Cup competition. This school, with strong links to Harlequins RFC were formidable opposition and raced into a three, 

converted, try lead before half time. The Clyst Vale girls rallied and came close on a few occasions to dotting down 

themselves, however succumbed to a 21-0 defeat and second place in the group. 

 

Second place in each pool then were drawn to play against another pool runner up, with our luck not being on our side 

this year! We were drawn against Jumeriah English Speaking School (JESS) of Dubai, with this side previously being  

runners up and winners of the competition in previous years due to their strengths and    resources. JESS Dubai had 

around 50-100 parents, supporters and representatives around Pitch W1 for the round of 16 game, with them proving 

too strong for us and for every other team that they came up against after this point. They were crowned winners of 

the Plate at the end of the day beating Waterloo Schools  from Belgium in the final. 

 

To win a game and to lose to the eventual winners of a competition at Rosslyn Park 7s is no mean feat and something 

which many other school sides fail to do, so to do so well on the day is of immense credit to the girls. They were       

outstanding ambassadors for the College both on and off the pitch over the two days, being respectful and mature to   

everything and everyone they came across.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U16 Girls at Howden Rosslyn Park National School Rugby 7s 2025 

A big thanks must go to Mrs Elliot for assisting Mr Pearce on the trip, along with the three external students of Bella, 

Molly and Charlotte who enabled us to take a full 12-person squad to the event.  

Thanks to Mr Geach for the photos of the games, too! 

 

Congratulations to all of the squad: Jess (c), Grace, Savannah, Freya , Karly, Maisy-Beau, Lois, Isla,  Bella ,  Molly &  

Charlotte. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Auschwitz 
19th March 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our trip to Auschwitz was an eye-opening experience that we are very grateful we took part in. It is 

important that the holocaust is never forgotten, and the contemporary relevance is understood. 

 

Throughout the day we visited both Auschwitz 1 and Auschwitz Birkenau. Auschwitz 1 had been 

turned into a museum and memorial site and provided us with survivor accounts as well as real life  

evidence such as gas canisters, shoes, bags and other personal belongings confiscated by the Nazis.  

In Birkenau the site has been preserved as more of a memorial as it was the primary site for the killing 

of Jews and other minorities. Here we were able to see the barracks that once housed hundreds of 

prisoners, the train track and platform where people were off loaded and selected for death. 

 

Overall, it gave us a firsthand insight into the holocaust and helped us to develop knowledge and      

pathos of the historical event and the contemporary relevance. 

Darcy & Liv, Year 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



¡Hola!    Salut! 

COMPETITON CORNER         
 

Design a card that shows the 

Easter traditions of another 

country. Any form of materials 

can be used. 

Competition closes: Mon 31st 

March at 4pm 

 

(Email your answers to your MFL  

teacher to win P1s) 

MONTHLY QUIZ 

1. What is the name of the Hindu Festival cele-

brating Spring? 

2. In Japan which tree which has blossom in Spring? 

3. What was the Anglo – Saxon name for Easter? 

4. On the Island of Bermuda what type of flower 

takes its name from Easter? 

5. Sweeping fields of yellow rapeseed attract visi-

tors to what country in spring? 

(Email your answers to your MFL teacher to win a P1) 

Synonym-less 

Synonym is the only word that doesn’t have synonyms. 

Revision tip 

Learn how to manage your time effectively in the exam so that you don't 

Reason to learn a language 

Cut out the middleman: Save your company, or yourself, the price of an  

interpreter. 

SPANISH TONGUE TWISTER 

Sounds easy? Try repeating it over and 

over… 

La cabra camina, la vaca lo imita. 

The goat walks, the cow imitates it. 

FRENCH TONGUE TWISTER 

Sounds easy? Try repeating it over and 

over… 

Pour qui sont ces serpents qui sifflent sur 

vos têtes ? 

For whom are these snakes who hiss on 

your heads? 



STUDENT WORK 

As they begin to study French, Year 7 students have been asked to create a poster on the French 

months of the year. Here is some of their excellent work. Well done girls! 

 

Jess Glassco — year 7R3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Searle—7GAW 

7GLBA 

7RKJO 

7RCMO 

7YDST 

No name permission—7YEHA 

8GRTU 

8GTBE 

8RER 

8RMCU 

8YCBO 

8YCFL  

9GMNA 

9GLTH 

 9RDFE 

9RGWW 

No name permission—9YGGA 

9YBH  

10GCMC  

10GMTH 

10RBAT 

10RNS 

10YMBR 

10YCHW 

  

11GABR 

Daisy Sue Cook—11GDH 

Rosie Matthews—11RZB 

Rebecca Loaring—11RSGA 

Libby Greenslade—11YSS 

Ella Bayley—11YADA 

 

Harrison James 

13JP 

 

 

Each week our tutors are encouraged to recognise and        

reward one member of their tutor group for something     

outstanding. This could be an academic achievement, a 

demonstration of resilience or an act of kindness.  

If you see a familiar name above then be sure to ask them 

what amazing thing they’ve done. 

Reception: 01392 461407 Email: admin@clystvale.org 

Sara Jacobs 

Lisa Martin 

Paul Sutton 

Ann Hopkins 

Allen Bailey 

Louise Telford 

Claire Haynes 

Principal 

Deputy Principal (Curriculum) 

Deputy Principal (Pastoral) 

College Manager 

Assistant Principal 

SENDCo & Assistant Principal 

Head of Post 16 

Jacobss@clystvale.org 

martinl@clystvale.org 

suttonp@clystvale.org 

hopkinsa@clystvale.org 

baileya@clystvale.org 

telfordl@clystvale.org 

haynesc@clystvale.org 



REMINDERS 
 
• Chewing Gum is not allowed in College 
 
• Please speak to your children about being safe on their way to and from College. We have had 

reports of students playing ‘chicken’ type games/pushing each other into the road. This is  
extremely dangerous and has resulted in drivers needing to take evasive action. 

 
MIS CHANGEOVER UPDATE 
 
Thanks for your patience as we move over MIS. Progress has been good this week although some 
parts of the migration have taken a little longer than we’d initially hoped. As a result we’ll now aim 
to invite you to the new MCAS system for parents that will  replace Edulink next week. 
 
Please can we also remind you of the changes noted in the previous message, drawing particular 
attention to the fact that Monday 31st March will be the last chance to top-up dinner money until 
the new system comes online in the Easter break. 
  
• Edulink will no longer provide details of homework set after the 28th March. During the last 
week of term students will need to manually record their homework while we set up the new     
system. Our intention is for homework to be available in MCAS after the Easter break. 
 
• The last day to use School Comms for payments will be Monday, 31st March. In addition after 
this date, Edulink will no longer be updated, and we kindly ask you to       uninstall the Edulink app 
at or before this date. 
 
It will take a couple of days for our payment merchants to complete the switchover, so please    
ensure that students have sufficient funds in their school dinner accounts as there will be a 
period between 31st March to 3rd April when students will not be able to top up their accounts. If 
you are concerned that this may pose a problem for your family please contact Student Services in 
the first instance. 
  
If you have any concerns or questions please direct them to Mr Bailey via baileya@clystvale.org 

KEY DATES 
 
- 3rd April Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 
- 5th June Year 7 Parents' Evening 
- 6th June- Deadline for Prom tickets  
 31st March to 23rd April—no payments can be taken due to the changover  
 to Bromcom, with the exception of lunch money 
- 6th June- Deadline for Leavers Yearbook purchase via School Gateway 
- 26th June Vaccinations mop up session 
- 27th June Year 11 Prom 

 

 
4 April—Last day of Spring term 

(Weds 23rd April—First day of Summer term) 

mailto:baileya@clystvale.org






 





 

 

‘Kids Eat Free’ Easter Holidays 2025 

Supermarket cafes, chain restaurants and food venues around the UK are offering the 

'Kids Eat Free' or ‘Kids Eat for £1’ deal. Please see below for further information. 

• Les Iguanas: Download the app and join 'My Iguanas' for free meals for mini-Iguanas 

 aged 12 and under. Children get a main, two sides and a dessert with every adult 

 main (or three tapas dishes) purchased.  

• ASDA Café: Children eat for £1 All Day, Every Day at Asda cafes, with no adult 

 spend required. Children will receive a free piece of fruit such as an apple, pear or 

 banana when purchasing the hot kids £1 meal deal.  

• Morrisons: Children eat free all day, every day in Morrisons cafes nationwide, daily 

 with every adult meal over £4.50.  

• Beefeater: Two children get free breakfasts with every adult breakfast purchased. 

• Sainsbury’s: Sainsbury's cafes offer one free child’s hot meal or lunch bag for £1 

 with any adult main meal purchased over £5.20. This offer is available every day 

 from 11:30am until café closure. Children’s mains include one main, 3 sides a drink 

 and a piece of fruit. 

• Bella Italia: Children eat free all day every Thursday and for £1 between 4-6pm, 

 Sunday to Wednesday. Kids can enjoy three delicious courses and a drink! Meals are 

 suitable for 2–11-year-olds. 

• Ikea: Children can enjoy a pasta meal and tomato sauce with a soft drink for 95p or 

 any other Children’s Meal for £1.50 every day from 11am. On Friday’s children get 

 tomato pasta, a drink, and a piece of fruit for just 45p. 

• Premier Inn: At Premier Inn, you can enjoy their all-you-can-eat Breakfast for just 

 £9.99 and up to two children under 16 eat for free. 

• Travelodge: At Travelodge, you can enjoy their all-you-can-eat Breakfast for just 

 £9.75 and up to two children under 15 eat for free.  

• YoSushi!: Children eat free  all day (Monday-Friday) during all school holidays 

 when dining with a full-paying adult (minimum spend £10). 

• Bills: Up to 2 children can eat free all-day Monday-Friday, if one adult orders any 

 main dish(breakfast, lunch or dinner). Excludes Saturdays and Sundays. 

• Brewer’s Fayre: Up to two children under 16 eat a free unlimited breakfast with  

 every adult breakfast purchased. 

 

For more information please visit::  

Places Kids Eat Free (or for £1) In School Holidays 2025  

 

https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free


 

 
 
Courses designed 
for parents/
carers  
 
FULLY FUNDED, 
ONLINE AND 
TERM TIME  
WITHIN SCHOOL 
HOURS ONLY 



Lifeworks—Easter Holiday programme. 

 

Dates: 7th - 10th April 

Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Location: Lifeworks College, Dartington, TQ9 6JD 

What's On:  

7th April: Adventure to Plymouth Aquarium – Dive into the wonders of marine life! 

8th April: Easter Egg Hunt at Coleton Fishacre – Fun, prizes, and chocolate galore! 

9th April: Sound Therapy with Signature Sounds – Relax and rejuvenate with calming sound   

experiences. 

10th April: LEGO Robot Wars – Build, battle, and conquer in our thrilling robot showdown! 

Ages: 11+ 

Cost: £80 for 1:4 support | £135 for 1:1 support 

Reserve your spot today! 

Email: admin@lifeworks-uk.org                  Call: 01803 865075 



Reporting an Absence 

Parents are expected to inform us of their child’s absence before 9.00 a.m. on each day of absence providing the 
reason for absence. If the absence continues beyond the first day, please contact the College on each              
subsequent day of absence, too. To comply with safeguarding obligations, we cannot simply assume a student's 
sickness absence is ongoing; we need to be certain that the reason for absence is due to continuing illness. If you 
do not notify the College, then we will make contact with you to identify the reason for absence. This is            
important as it helps to reduce unauthorised absences and truancy. In addition, the College may ask you to    
provide medical proof if your child is absent from College due to illness. 

Lateness 

The school day (first registration session) starts at 8.50 am, all students are expected to be in their classroom at 
this time. 

Medical Appointments 

We encourage students to maximise their levels of attendance; research indicates a direct link between     
attendance and examination performance. The timing of many medical appointments means that often students 
can attend school first and return afterwards. By doing so, students minimise missed learning whilst keeping 
their attendance levels as high as possible. We ask that parents/carers send their child into school for morning 
registration, even when a medical appointment takes place in the middle of the morning. Similarly,                    
appointments scheduled for the afternoon should, where possible, be arranged after Period 4 - during 
lunchtime. Students are encouraged to return to school after a lunchtime appointment if they can. 

Please give the school as much notice as possible, at least two weeks’ notice is useful. 

If the appointment requires the pupil to leave during the day, they must be signed out by an adult listed on the 
student’s record at the main reception. 

Please follow this process if your child is going to be absent from school: 

 

 



What financial support 

can parents get? 

Juggling home and school life is 

tough for every parent, but there 

are some financial support op-

tions available. Find out what you 

could be entitled to by following 

this link Supporting learning at 

home | Parentkind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting the 
community and local charity 
shops. The sale of preloved     
uniform is proving successful.  

If you have any items that are no 
longer needed but still in very 
good  condition , please donate 
them to one of the local charity 
shops. Both shops have set aside 
rails designated for college      
uniform.  

Clyst Caring Friends is located in 
Broadclyst village and our local 
Barnardo’s shop is in Cranbrook. 

Their opening hours are: 

Clyst Caring Friends, Broadclyst 
(01392 467555) 

Mondays—closed 

Tuesday to Friday—09.30 to 
15.30 

Saturday—09.30 to 12.00 

Sunday—closed 

Barnardo’s, Cranbrook EX5 7DR  
(01404 514934) 

Monday to Saturday—09.00 to 
17.00 

Sunday—10.00 to 16.00 

 

 

 

Pencil cases are available from 
the Library at a cost of £4.50 per 
pencil case. The clear pencil cas-
es include one pencil, a blue pen, 
a red pen, one highlighter, a    
ruler, a compass, a protractor, a 
rubber and a   sharpener. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clyst Vale Library is open to the 

public 3.30 to 5.30pm Monday 

and Wednesday and 4.00 to 

6.00pm Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

Please do not address emails, or 

replies to Edulink messages, 

to Edulink@clystvale.org.  It is an 

unmonitored mailbox and will 

not go to anyone.  Parents/carers 

need to reply to Edulink 

messages via the app, online, or 

via email, as this will then be 

directed to the staff member 

who sent the message to 

you.  Or, please contact the 

teacher or admin@clystvale.org. 

There is also a contact form and 

details below. 

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/be-school-ready/what-financial-support-can-parents-get
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/be-school-ready/what-financial-support-can-parents-get
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089105634228
mailto:Edulink@clystvale.org
http://www.clystvale.org/contact-us/
http://www.clystvale.org/contact-us/


Is your child considering an apprenticeship as their next step?  

Choices magazine is the ultimate parent and carer guide to apprenticeships and    
technical education! It is completely free of charge – find this month’s edition 
here: amapps.uk/parent-magazine and sign up to receive it each month, direct to your 
inbox: amapps.uk/choices 

Amazing Apprenticeships’ Parent and Carer zone is also a great place to explore        

apprenticeships and technical education: amazingapprenticeships.com/zones/parent/ 

https://amapps.uk/parent-magazine
http://www.amapps.uk/choices
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/zones/parent/?utm_source=promo+pack&utm_medium=parent+zone&utm_campaign=naw






 


