
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As we near the end of the month, we’re delighted to share some updates and celebrate the 
achievements of our students. We are incredibly proud of our Year 13 Science team, who 
recently placed third out of 88 schools in a prestigious competition organised by Imperial 
College. Their hard work and dedication have truly paid off, congratulations to all involved 
and a special public thanks to Mrs Shillingford for supporting them.  

Our Duke of Edinburgh’s Award programme continues to thrive. Last year saw our highest 
completion rate ever, with excellent evidence uploaded by students. This year, 63 Year  

9 students have signed up for Bronze, and many have already begun their journey. Seventeen Year 10 students 
are interested in Silver, and four Year 13 students are working towards Gold, with their final expedition planned 
for the Brecon Beacons next July. Two Year 13s from last year are close to completing Gold and will soon receive 
their award at one of the Royal Palaces. Well done to everyone taking part.  

Ten Tors training is about to begin. We have three weekend day walks planned for November and our first full 
camping weekend in December. We hope to field five teams this year, and we are grateful to our dedicated vol-
unteers who make this possible. If you’d like to find out more and join us for some walks on Dartmoor please 
email ealesc@clystvale.org we are always grateful to welcome new volunteers.  

It’s been wonderful to see so many students enjoying the Women’s Rugby World Cup at Sandy Park Stadium. A 
special mention goes to Lois Hargreaves in Year 11, who presented the Player of the Match award to Kaipo Olsen
-Baker of the New Zealand Black Ferns. Lois was chosen for this honour thanks to her commitment to her own 
rugby team, Exeter Athletics, well done, Lois! 

Finally, next Thursday, 2nd October, we look forward to 
welcoming Year 7 families to our “Meet the Tutor” even-
ing. This is a great opportunity to meet your child’s Tu-
tor, hear how they’ve settled in and meet other parents 
and carers. If you have any early concerns or questions, 
please do bring them along, Mr Gascogne, Mrs. Telford 
and Mrs Grant will also be in attendance and able to an-
swer any questions you may have. 

Thank you for your continued support. Have a lovely 
weekend. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y11 Rugby Match Report—Wednesday 24th September 

The first team pitch was inspected prior to kick off and the one end was felt to be too hard 

and so an adjusted pitch greeted the boys from the First XV as they welcomed St Peters to a 

sunny   afternoon at Clyst Vale. The crowd was expectant of a close game and this proved to 

be the case in what will be remembered as 'the one that got away'. 

Both teams have come a long way since their first meetings in Y7 and the size, speed and 

power from both sets of players was impressive to see. Dylan and Ollie running off break-

downs into huge collisions, George, James and Josh stopping and then sending backward St 

Peters runners in the tackle all drew gasps from those spectating. With a few absences this 

week it left Clyst Vale a little short of options, but Isaac in the pack equipped himself well as 

did Ellis, Max and Nat who all appeared willing and agile runners with the ball in hand.  

It was Clyst Vale who broke the deadlock after a few St Peters infringements gave the CVCC 

lads field position. Jacob secured the ball at lineout and a platform was built from which 

Ethan having one of his best and most involved games drove over for the try on 10 minutes. 

George slotted the conversion to make it 7-0. However, some slick passing though the St Pe-

ters backs landed them with their first points on 20 minutes and with the conversion it was 7-

7.  

Into the second half and flanker Jacob took a knock that meant he was removed for precau-

tion allowing Finn to roar into the action. We did not see his running ability, but his ferocity 

and commitment in the tackle was felt by a number of St Peters players. However, it was 

them that crashed over next to make it 7-14. Into the dwindling minutes another forward Ol-

lie drove home for a try 10meters in from the touch line. The conversion was a tough one, but 

one George had practiced and felt confident in. However as it sailed toward the posts it faded 

slightly to the right and just missed the upright. 12-14. 

The last few minutes were a fantic passage of back and forth. Michael and Oscar running and 

making yards in tandem and the remaining forwards securing ball for whoever was playing 

scrum half at the time. Sadly the final whistle came too early for a dramitic last gasp win for 

Clyst Vale and as the boys shook hands and cheered, most felt it was a game we could have 

won. However, both sides played well and for many in Clyst Vale shirts it was their best per-

formance for some time. 

Player of the Match: Ethan Rees, few errors in the heat of battle, great leadership of the pack 

and a rare try. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clyst Vale Music Department are very thankful to Jermey at Garland Guitars  (Guitar Set 
Up & Repair Devon | Garland Guitars | Devon) who has repaired several guitars and 
basses for us over the past few months and very kindly these were repaired completely 
free of charge! Jermey, who is alumni of Clyst Vale, says that he has a lot of time for 
Clyst Vale and that if by ensuring we have working guitars he can inspire even one stu-
dent to play the guitar in the future then he will be very happy. Here, here Jeremy. We 
have lots of budding guitarists who have been very grateful for the work you have done. 
Thanks again! 

  
Mr Kidd (Subject lead for Music) 

https://www.garlandguitars.co.uk/
https://www.garlandguitars.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Good luck eat2beat team! 

 

Mrs Shillingford’s fabulous Y13 students Nina, Millie, Ella, Heidi, Eliz and Lucy presented their 

excellent ‘eat2beat’ app concept in the live final of the prestigious Imperial College Science in 

Medicine Poster Competition on Wednesday afternoon. 

 

The team was slick and professional, putting their Coronary Vascular Disease prevention app 

concept across clearly, whilst handling questions calmly and knowledgeably. 

 

Within this category, 10 schools were involved at this stage, with some finalists hailing from 

grammar and private schools and providing very stiff competition. 

 

The judging panel is comprised of 12 experts in the field, primarily from Imperial College – 5 

Professors and 3 Doctors alongside other research fellows and event partners. 

 

Good luck, we can’t wait to hear the outcome! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phoenix Douglas—7GABR   

 Harry Peck—7GDH  

7RAT  

Harry Entwistle—7RJK  

YMRO  

7YADA  

Sylvie Mitchell—7YRKE  

Luna Collar—8GAWO  

Lara Whitfield—8GLBA  

No permission given —8RKJO  

Libby Day—8RCMO  

8YDST  

Skye Selway—8YIM  

Jess Randall—9GRTU  

Oscar Rice—9GTBE   

No permission given —9RER   

Freddie Tweedie—9RACU  

Ellis Curwood—9YCBO 

No permission given —9YCFL  

No permission given - 10GMNA  

Lilly Harwood—10GJIH  

10RDFE 

No permission given —10RGWW   

Bella Green—10YGGA  

10YBHA  

Dulcie Hill—11GCMC   

Jake Lucas—11GSSF   

George Phillips—11RBAT   

Ellie Rowe—11RNS  

11YMBR  

Dylan Carstairs—11YCHW 

No permission given —Y13  

 

Each week our tutors are encouraged to recognise and        

reward one member of their tutor group for something     

outstanding. This could be an academic achievement, a 

demonstration of resilience or an act of kindness.  

If you see a familiar name above then be sure to ask them 

what amazing thing they’ve done. 

Reception: 01392 461407 Email: admin@clystvale.org 

Sara Jacobs 

Lisa Martin 

Paul Sutton 

Ann Hopkins 

Allen Bailey 

Louise Telford 

Claire Haynes 

Lisa Jones 

Principal 

Deputy Principal (Curriculum) 

Deputy Principal (Pastoral) & 

DSL 

College Manager 

Assistant Principal 

SENDCo & Assistant Principal 

Head of Post 16 

Early Help  & DDSL 

Jacobss@clystvale.org 

martinl@clystvale.org 

suttonp@clystvale.org 

hopkinsa@clystvale.org 

baileya@clystvale.org 

telfordl@clystvale.org 

haynesc@clystvale.org 

jonesl1@clystvale.org 



Important Online Safety Notice for Parents and Carers 

We would like to make our school community aware of a concerning issue that has recently come 
to our attention. 

A large group chat has been identified on social media platform WhatsApp, involving young people 
from multiple school settings in Devon. We have been advised that some of the content being 
shared within these groups includes explicit imagery and harmful content. 

We are urging all parents and carers to please speak with their children about the importance 
of online safety and the responsible use of social media. Please encourage children to be open 
and share with you there Social Media usage in particular ensuring your awareness of group mes-
saging. These conversations are vital in helping young people understand the risks and conse-
quences of sharing or viewing inappropriate content online. 

Please be assured that the police are aware of these groups and are currently conducting enquir-
ies. 

For guidance and support on how to talk to your child about online safety, please visit the follow-
ing trusted resources: 

•   ThinkUKnow – Online Safety Advice 
•    NSPCC – Keeping Children Safe Online 



Reporting an Absence 

If your child is absent due to illness or a medical appointment, please report their absence, along with the reason, via the My Child at 

School desktop browser. Alternatively, you can complete the Absence Notification Form using the link below or email : 

studentabsence@clystvale.org. 

 

Absence Notification Form 

If your child is in Year 12 or 13, please report their absence to voyseys@clystvale.org.  

Absences must be reported daily for the duration of your child's absence. 

If you know in advance that your child will be away from school, please inform us at your earliest convenience.   

Additionally, kindly notify us of any lateness or scheduled appointments.  

The school actively follows up on unexplained absences.  If your child is absent for an unauthorised event, the details may be referred 

to the Educational Welfare Service which could result in a fixed penalty notice.  Please be aware that the College may request  

supporting documentation for any absence. 

Typically, work is not provided for students during their absence, as our priority is to ensure they recover fully and return to school as 

soon as possible. 

Lateness 

Attendance is formally recorded twice daily: in the morning at 8:50am and in the afternoon at 2:10pm. It is essential that students are 

prepared to begin their tutor period promptly at 8:50am and are punctual for each subsequent lesson. 

As required by law, registers must be taken in a timely manner, and there are consequences for lateness. Students who arrive after 

registration closes will be marked as late, and those arriving after 9:25am will receive an unauthorised mark. 

If a student is absent without prior notification, we will inform parents/carers as soon as possible if your child has not arrived at school 

in the morning. To ensure prompt communication, parents/carers are strongly encouraged to keep their contact details up-to-date via 

the Bromcom App. 

Attendance is recorded during every lesson to monitor internal truancy and comply with safeguarding regulations. Students are  

required to sign in upon late arrival or sign out if leaving during school hours. Parents/carers must notify the school and provide a valid 

reason for their child's departure. 

No student may leave College without authorisation from staff under any circumstances. 

Students feeling unwell must report to reception and are not permitted to contact parents directly through phone calls, texts, or  

messaging apps to request collection. 

Medical Appointments 

We encourage students to maximise their attendance, as research highlights a strong correlation between regular attendance and  

examination success. 

Many medical appointments can often be scheduled in a way that allows students to attend school both before and after their  

appointments. By doing so, they can minimise missed learning opportunities while maintaining high attendance levels.  

We kindly ask parents/carers to ensure that their child attends morning registration, even if a medical appointment is scheduled later 

in the morning. Similarly, where possible, afternoon appointments should be arranged after Period 4, during lunchtime. We also  

encourage students to return to school following lunchtime appointments, if feasible. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping your child achieve maximum attendance and academic success. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VViTC4GfxUOlAYHbzz3WeWT5ibQL9NlGpdvvzJYzLkhUQ1Q4VktXUU5MUzM3NFk5QllWUjZVSFM0MS4u


 

What financial support 

can parents get? 

Juggling home and school life is 

tough for every parent, but there 

are some financial support op-

tions available. Find out what you 

could be entitled to by following 

this link  

 

Supporting learning at home | 

Parentkind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pencil cases are available from 
the Library at a cost of £4.50 per 
pencil case. The clear pencil     
cases include one pencil, a blue 
pen, a red pen, one highlighter, a    
ruler, a compass, a protractor, a 
rubber and a   sharpener. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clyst Vale Library is open to the 

public 3.30 to 5.30pm Monday 

and Wednesday and 4.00 to 

6.00pm Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BROMCOM 

BROMCOM             

     

Please do not address emails, or any replies to Bromcom 

messages, to bromcom@clystvale.org.  

It is an unmonitored mailbox and will not go to anyone. 

Parents/carers need to reply to Bromcom messages via the 
app, online, or via email, as this will then be directed to the 
staff member who sent the message to you. Or, please 

contact the teacher or admin@clystvale.org. There is also a 

contact form and other details below: 

https://www.clystvale.org/contact-us/ 

 Thursday 4th September to  Friday 19th December 2025 (half term w/c  Monday 27th October) 

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/be-school-ready/what-financial-support-can-parents-get
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/be-school-ready/what-financial-support-can-parents-get
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089105634228
mailto:bromcom@clystvale.org
mailto:admin@clystvale.org
https://www.clystvale.org/contact-us/




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  


















